HENLEY SOCIETY

We had a good turnout for our talk by
John Howell MP on October 27th
concerning the new Localism Bill.
The main consideration for Henley is
that, so far as planning is concerned,
the effect of the Localism Bill will be
hardly noticeable. It will not result in
the District Council's Core Stategy
being superseded and it will not inhibit
future Inspectors from insisting, for
example, that windfall development sites should not be taken into account
in counting progress towards housing targets. As Greg Clark, the Minister
for Planning, stated, "Our aim with the Localism Bill is not to prevent new
building but to promote it". Henley residents may just be able to suggest, if
they feel so inclined, that instead of houses on Drawback Hill, they should
be built, for example, on the Marlow Road between the Rugby Club and
Swiss Farm. Big deal. Housing targets will always be driven by population
pressure.

We have arranged for Cllr. Ann Ducker, Leader of SODC to come to
our next Committee meeting.
We are also involved with the Henley Town Council concerning the Queen
Diamond Jubilee and they have taken up our suggestion for an avenue of
trees into Henley from the Harpsden Road to the roundabout.
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Happy New Year to you all.

Dates for your diary:
28th March – Trip to House of Commonssee details overleaf
th
30 March - AGM at Sacred Heart – Please see below
8th May – Trip to Highclere – see details overleaf
8th December – Christmas Lunch at Badgemore Golf Club
OUR AGM for 2012 will be held at Sacred Heart on Friday 30th
March at 7pm presided over by our Vice President, Lord Camoys.
Please find enclosed the Agenda and Minutes from last years AGM.
Afterwards we are pleased to welcome Valerie Alasia, Chairman of
the Historical Society, who will give a talk about the Workhouse.
Refreshments will be served afterwards.
We look forward to seeing you all there. If you wish to stand for the
Committee, Nominations need to sent to Nora Scanlon by the due
date. I you wish to know what is involved please give her a call.
Alternatively, if you wish to go on the planning Committee please
contact us.

NEW MEMBERS

HIGHCLERE CASTLE 8TH MAY

I would like to welcome Mr & Mrs Michael Broom, Ann & Peter Dayton,
Michael & Philippa Fisher, James Lambert & Morag McLaren, Chris
Leeming, Simon Mack, Mrs Audrey Pine, Dr Christopher & Mrs Jean
Purvis, Ronald & Helen Sims as members

Visit to Highclere Castle which has been featured in several films but
more recently has been used as the main setting for Downton Abbey.
The country house set in a 1,000 acre estate is in the Jacobean Style
with park designed by Capability Brown. Since 1679 it has been the
home of the Carnarvon Family.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
This years’ Christmas Lunch was again held at Badgemore Park Golf Club
and fifty two members enjoyed a delicious festive meal with the drawing of
the raffle to follow. The sunny weather gave us an opportunity to enjoy the
surrounding countryside from the dining room and our guest of honour
John Howell MP gave a short humorous address. Our thanks should go to
the Staff of Badgemore who go to great lengths to ensure that the lunch is a
success.
In view of the complimentary remarks we received from Members a
booking has been made for 8 December 2012 so please make a note of this
in your diary.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
HOUSE OF LORDS 28TH MARCH
To celebrate the fiftieth
anniversary of the Society a
visit has been arranged to tour
the House of Lords followed by
a two course lunch in the Attlee
Room. Lord Gilbert has kindly
agreed to act as our Sponsor
together
with
Baroness
Buscombe who is Vice President of the Society. The number of
guests allowed are very limited and it is hoped that our Members will
agree that this is a special occasion.

In addition to touring the House and Grounds we will also have the
opportunity to visit the Egyptian Exhibition which was founded by
the 5th Earl who along with his archaeological colleague, Howard
Carter, discovered the tomb of the Egyptian Pharaoh Tutankhamun in
1922.
We feel that we were very lucky in
making a booking for this visit as we
are informed that at the present time
there is a waiting list of 50 groups.
The Castle has very limited opening
hours and we hope that Members
will find the visit very interesting.
It is hoped to arrange a second visit to the Gardens of Highgrove when
booking commences mid February and priority will be given to those
members who were on the waiting list for the 2011 visit.
Message from the River Thames Society:
They have a lunch and talk at Maidenhead Rowing Club on Thursday
February 23rd. Your members would be very welcome, should they wish to
join us. The cost is £17.50 per person. The club and bar will be open from
12noon. with lunch at around 12.45pm. The title of the talk is ‘Modern
Piracy’ and will be given by Ian Black, one of our members.
Anyone wishing to go should contact Colin Howard:
colin_howard1@sky.com or telephone 01895 230027 and send cheque to
him at: 179A long Lane, Uxbridge, Middlesex. UB10 9JW. Payable to the
River Thames Society.

